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Sometimes, like in farming, the old ways are actually the proper way to do 
things. 

So too will it be for the Holland Marsh Growers' Association, as we return 
to the hard copy version of our newsletter in order to provide information 
on a monthly basis. We can send this version electronically, but it will be 
available at the Bradford Co-op and throughout the rest of the area. It will 
also be easy to read in just a couple of pages – but if you want more details, 
don't hesitate to contact anyone affiliated with the HMGA.

Upcoming Event

The HMGA and the Lake Simcoe Regional Conservation Authority are 
presenting a question and answer evening on June 23, 2014 from 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Bradford Memorial Community Centre (upstairs). 

This is to go through the permit process, understand some of the work 
going on behind the scenes to improve emergency permit and regular 
permit procedures for farmers, update the work on the drainage project, 
and review other efforts taking place throughout the conservation 
authority regulatory areas regarding such things as dyke and berm 
reconstruction. 

This is an evening for you, the farmers, without any political strings – just 
straightforward question and answers about concerns you may have. 

You are encouraged to attend

By the time you read this, the election will be over but there are still some efforts through the HMGA that went out during the 
election to the major parties. 

For one, the HMGA was co-host of the Bradford All Candidate's Debate with the Bradford Board of Trade (BBT).

on food (and food processing), farm, and rural issues.  From this effort has come a collective document that will be used that is not 
sector specific but rather, addresses issues that touch all farming aspects.

 

Second, the HMGA presented an election platform to all the parties (which can be found at 
www.hollandmarshgold.com) along with the election platform for the Golden Horseshoe Food and Farming 
Alliance – which has representation on it from the regions of York, Durham, Peel, Halton, and Niagara along 
with the cities of Toronto and Hamilton, and again, the HMGA had a hand in that document. 

Finally, the HMGA, the Alliance, the Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA), and the Alliance of Ontario 
Food Processors banded together to build a coalition requesting the provincial party leadership hold a debate
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The Marsh Mucker's Tale premieres on the 
Documentary Channel

THE HOLLAND MARSH – The Marsh Mucker's Tale, a nearly hour long documentary highlighting the world for farming within 
the most unique growing area in Ontario and Canada, is going public in a big way.

On June 4, 2014 at 6 p.m., the story of the Holland Marsh and its farming community will premiere on CBC's Documentary 
Channel – making it one of the very first features highlighting Ontario's farming and food sector, from the perspective of a wide 
range of farmers. More than 30 farmers and employees were featured in the documentary – and the decision to showcase this film 
on the Documentary Channel ensures that the farmer's voice will be able to reach new audiences.

The timing is fortuitous since the first week of June, in Ontario, is deemed Local Food Week – and the irony has not been lost on the 
farming community.

“This documentary that we did talks about the real issues confronting farms at a time when there is increasingly growing interest in 
what we do, as farmers,” said Alex Makarenko, Chair of the Holland Marsh Growers' Association. “It talks about the uniqueness of our 
farmers, of what it takes to be a marsh mucker in a time when most of our fellow citizens have forgotten where their food comes, 
and it spotlights the importance of our role in feeding a nation.”

Makarenko added that documentaries, like the one done in the Holland Marsh, should be profiled in Canadian, and specifically 
Ontario, schools – as part of a program that focuses on food literacy and awareness.

“Education is one of the keys to what we, at the Holland Marsh Growers' Association, do,” he concluded. “When most of our 
children think their food comes from the grocery store, we have a lot of work ahead of us, and this is merely a piece of the big 
picture.”

The film was made by Powerline Films. Should anyone like to have a screening for a group or would like to buy a copy, please contact 
Jamie Reaume, Executive Director, Holland Marsh Growers' Association at or 905-251-6786.jreaume@rogers.com 

mailto:jreaume@rogers.com
mailto:jreaume@rogers.com
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Avia Eek, the King Township councillor and Holland Marsh 
farmer, is now a board member on CanadaGap – something 
that the HMGA has been trying to have done for some time 
(getting a farmer on the board, that is). This means that she 
will have input on the food safety programs and the direction 
they are headed.

The Simcoe County Distribution Hub research project is 
completed and will be presented to county council near the 
end of June – with recommendations and next steps being 
offered for their consideration. 

There is no way of knowing where this go, but the HMGA is 
engaged

Canada Gap Course - Public Course Offerings

Course Details:

Who Should Attend?

Lifetime Learners:

Logistics & Lunch

This two day-course is designed to educate attendees on the CanadaGAP Food Safety Program. It includes general 
information about the CanadaGAP program, including details on how to become CanadaGAP certified, along with a review 
of the main technical requirements laid out in the CanadaGAP program.  At the end of the program, you will:

The following recognition will be awarded for participation in this course

Lunch is from 12:00pm to 1:00pm and is on your own. Please Note: To avoid inconvenience, and to ensure you will receive a copy of the relevant 

documents for this program, please ensure you register no later than 48 hours before the program is due to start.

Register at: 

- Understand how to become certified to the CanadaGAP program 

(including how to enrol in the program, how to keep records, how to 

prepare for an audit, etc.) 

- Understand basic food safety hazards in fresh produce operations 

- Understand how to use and implement the CanadaGAP manual 

1. Agriculture Sector Professionals 

2. CanadaGAP Auditors 

3. Farmers 

4. Growers / Producers of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

http://www.canadagap.ca/

http://www.canadagap.ca/

